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 Introduction 
The Indigenous Pastoral Ministry Leadership Forma�on Pro-

gram is a collabora�ve effort between Kateri Na�ve Ministry 

of O#awa and Saint Paul University’s School of Transforma�ve 

Leadership and Spirituality as well as its Centre for Religious 

Educa�on and Catechesis. Now in its fourth year, the program 

is designed to equip and empower Indigenous people to exer-

cise pastoral leadership and ministry in their home communi-

�es. Throughout the week, par�cipants explored connec�ons 

between Na�ve spiritual�es and Chris�an faith through a 

number of topics in both liturgy and religious educa�on. Our 

experience shows that the strengthening of the connec�ons 

between Indigenous teachings and Chris�an teachings can 

promote healing and reconcilia�on for all who are involved in 

this program, including a deepening of their Chris�an faith. 

For Indigenous people, there is a profound rela�onship to the 

land, based on a deep spiritual knowledge that the land sus-

tains all life within Crea�on. Given this profound connec�on, 

the program fi1ngly began on the land at Camp Naategamaa 

(Peaceful Waters), located along the shore of the O#awa River, 

about 40 minutes from O#awa. The day consisted of a smudg-

ing ceremony, pipe ceremony and sharing circle facilitated by 

Elders Irvin and Carrie Sarazin from Pikwàkanagàn First Na�on 

and Elder John “Cle-alls” Kelly of Kateri Na�ve Ministry of O#a-

wa. Inspired by the theme of “We are all related”, par�cipants 

engaged in tradi�onal teachings, shared stories, gained insight 

into the sacredness of ceremony and acquired a deeper under-

standing of an Indigenous worldview. Par�cipants were reflec�ve and apprecia�ve of their �me on the land 

and viewed it as a grounding “retreat” experience. 

The week concluded with the presenta�on of Cer�ficates to par�cipants at a celebra�on held at the Canadian 

Martyrs Parish, followed by dinner. Many thanks to the OMI Lacombe Canada for their support in hos�ng this 

important event. 

Saint Paul University, associate professor Lorraine Ste-Marie of the School of Transforma�ve Leadership and 

Spirituality, states:  “Transforma
ve leadership is about change in one’s self and in our communi
es. First it has 

to happen in us. The more we know about ourselves and our communi
es, tradi
ons, culture and faith, the 

more whole we are going to be. That is the real priority for Saint Paul University and for me to be part of this 

program”. 

August 16-21, 2015   Saint Paul University, Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Indigenous Pastoral Ministry  
Leadership Program Report 

“Let me proclaim the gospel worthily and 

well for the sake of God’s people” 
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I N D I G E N O U S  P A S T O R A L  M I N I S T R Y  L E A D E R S H I P  P R O G R A M  R E P O R T  

H I G H L I G H T S  O F  T H E  P R O G R A M   

Morning Prayers 
Coordinated by Klara Kinahan of the Centre for Religious Educa�on 

and Catechesis, morning prayers included Aboriginal music and rites as 

part of the Chris�an prayer ritual. Elders Irvin and Carrie Sarazin con-

ducted purifica�on ceremonies as a way of coming together in one 

mind, one body and one spirit. Different program par�cipants presided 

each day and hand drums were included. 

 

Faith & Culture  
Father Daryold Corbiere-Winkler, pastor of St. Elizabeth’s Parish in 

O#awa led the group through an exercise to define faith. A discussion 

ensued about how faith is lived in an Aboriginal context in a modern 

world.  

 

Sharing the Faith 

The ini�al discussion dealt with oral tradi�on and stories that pass on 

the faith in different cultures and communi�es. Using the circle format, 

it opened up the possibili�es of sharing cultural stories and personal 

stories that gave meaning to the Indigenous experience in the Chris-

�an se1ng. The stories of residen�al schools and their effect on per-

sons’ lives were part of this sharing experience. This session was very 

powerful as some of the par�cipants were able to experience healing 

through the sharing of stories. 

 

Leading Prayer Services 
Professor Susan Roll, a respected theologian in the field of liturgy and 

Father Bill Burke, former Director of Liturgy at the Na�onal Office of 

the Canadian Bishops and now pastor in the diocese of An�gonish, No-

va Sco�a, presented fundamental principles for leading prayer ser-

vices. The Sunday Celebra�on of the Word with Communion was also 

discussed. Par�cipants learned the importance of being prayerful and 

thoughBul in the prepara�on of prayers and reiterated the fact that 

prayer services provide wisdom, hope and insight through the word. 

 

The Bible & Lectionary 
Normand Bonneau, an Oblate Father and interna�onally renowned 

scholar on the Roman Catholic Lec�onary presented the Bible as a 

founda�onal source of prayer, liturgy, and doctrine. As a collec�on of 

many books, the Bible tells one fundamental story of how God assures 

a future to each individual, to the Chosen People, and to humankind. 

Father Bonneau explained how the Sunday Lec�onary is made up of 

carefully chosen biblical readings, organized around the several liturgi-

cal seasons, to fully proclaim God’s word. Many par�cipants were 

touched by the discussion of the Paschal Mystery that transcends all 

cultures. 

“First Na�on teachings helped me 

come to a much greater under-

standing of their prac�ces and spir-

ituality.” - Par
cipant 

“A good variety of events; session, 

morning prayer with many people 

par�cipa�ng, day on the land with 

ceremonies and sharing” - Par
cipant 

“I want to affirm that the plenary 

and break out sessions were excel-

lent, providing knowledge, structure 

and useful perspec�ves that I can 

use in my work and personal life.”  
                                                 - Par
cipant 
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The Medicine Wheel Teaching / Four Pillars of Catechesis 
The Medicine Wheel teachings are amongst the oldest teachings of Indigenous peoples. Elder Irvin Sarazin present-

ed the Medicine Wheel as a way of understanding and a#aining balance in all areas in life that propel Bmaadiziwin 

(Ojibwe word for the Good Life). Also used a means to gain profound con-

nec�on to God’s infinite love, it shows the natural progression of healing 

from self that reaches out to the family and the community, in ways that 

oDen involve social ac�on and transforma�on. 

Recognizing the holis�c way of living in the teaching of the Medicine 

Wheel, Klara Kinahan acknowledged that the way of teaching the faith also 

held a holis�c shape, much as the medicine wheel, in the “four pillars of 
catechesis” in the Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on. Liturgy, Word and Tradi�on, 

Community and Mission make up a holis�c approach to Chris�an living. 

 

Ministry to Family and Youth 
Sister Dorothy Moore, csm and Sister Catherine McFarlane, csm from Nova 

Sco�a shared experiences of their work with Indigenous parents and chil-
dren over their many years of ministry. They shared outreach approaches 

to be#er serve communi�es, keeping in mind the importance of belonging 

through the strengthening of cultural iden�ty and spiritual anchors. Insight 

was provided into the diversity and uniqueness of each community and 
how spirituality, tradi�ons and culture are at the core. 
 

Teaching of the Seven Grandfathers 
There is an Ojibwe story that tells of the �me when the people were experiencing great difficulty on Earth.  A young 

boy was chosen to receive the seven grandfather teachings from the Spirits. He was given the responsibility to show 
the people how to live a good life.  The grandfather values are the following:  Love, Respect, Wisdom, Bravery, Hon-

esty, Humility and Truth.  The young boy eventually became an old man. He gathered the people and taught 

them how the seven grandfathers can be used as a corner stone to Mno Bmaadiziwin (A Good Life).  Elder Irvin pro-
vided par�cipants with various aspects of the grandfather teachings. It included the cardinal direc�ons, their mean-

ings as well as the  elements and animal totems. The Elder assisted the group to understand that the wheel is a way 

to u�lize on the infinite journey to the authen�c self which is  directly related to our spiritual life with God.  
 

The Seven Virtues of the Holy Spirit 
Fr. Bill Burke gave a teaching on the Seven Virtues of the Holy Spirit that are Wisdom, Understanding, Council, For�-

tude, Knowledge, Piety and Fear of the Lord. He then opened discussion on the connec�ons between this teaching 
and the Indigenous teaching of the Seven Grandfathers. His comments on the commonali�es of the Na�ve Chris�an 

people were very valida�ng in the knowledge that we are all journeying to the same God and that God’s love trans-

cends all cultures. 

 

Walking Through The Mass 
Parts of the Mass were discussed as to their meaning for liturgical celebra-
�on. Par�cipants were given the opportunity to ques�on the reasons for 

the why par�cular symbols, gestures and words are ordered in the Sunday 

Liturgy. 

 

Gift to the Program 
Frank Martel presented a giD to the Program to Elder John Cle-alls Kelly and 

Lorraine Ste-Marie with a beau�ful stained glass logo of the Kateri Na�ve 
Ministry of O#awa.   
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The Planning Commi�ee:  Donna Naughton, Oji-Cree (Kateri), John Corston, Oji-Cree (Kateri),  Angela Towedo-Magiskan, Oji-Cree (Kateri),  Daryold Corbiere 

Winkler, Ojibway (Pastor),  John ‘Cle-alls’ Kelly, Haida (Kateri), Susan Roll (Saint Paul), Lorraine Ste-Marie (Saint Paul) and Klara Kinahan (Saint Paul). 

We wish to thank the generosity of the following benefactors and religious communities 
whose support made the Indigenous Pastoral Ministry Leadership Program possible:  

If you are interested in helping to grow your faith community or wish to contribute to the Indigenous Pastoral Ministry Leadership Program please 

contact; Kateri Na�ve Ministry of O#awa at 613-565-4180 or by visit us on the web at www.katerina�veministry.ca. 

Archdiocese of O�awa 

O#awa, ON 

 

Bishop’s Chari�es 

London, ON 

 

Capuchins of Central Canada 

Downsview, ON 

 

Congréga�on de Notre Dame 

Bedford, N.S. 

 

Congréga�on des soeurs de  

Sainte-Anne 

Lachine, QC 

 

Congrega�on of our Lady of Sion 

Mississauga, ON 

 

Congrega�on of the Sisters of  

St. Joseph of Canada 

Dundas, ON 

 

Congrega�on of the Sisters of the  

Presenta�on 

St. John’s, NB 

 

Corpora�on Sisters of Saint Martha 

An�gonish, NS 

 

Diocese of Hamilton 

Hamilton, ON 

 

Diocese of London 

London, ON 

 

English Canadian Holy Cross Fathers 

Welland, ON 

 

Filles de la Sagesse du Canada 

O#awa, ON 

 

Guillaume Forbes Fund of  

Saint Paul University 

O#awa, ON 

 

Ins�tute of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Toronto, ON 

 

Ladies Auxiliary of St. Albertus 

O#awa, ON 

 

Les Filles de Marie-de-l’Assomp�on 

Campbellton, NB 

 

Les prêtres de Saint-Sulpice de Montréal 

Montreal, QC 

 

Les Sœurs de la Charité d’O�awa 

O#awa, ON 

 

Les Soeurs Grises de Montréal 

Montreal, QC 

 

Missionary Oblate Sisters of Saint-Boniface 

Saint-Boniface, MB 

 

Oblates of Mary Immaculate 

Notre Dame du Cap Province,  

O#awa, ON 

 

Oblates of Mary Immaculate 

Lacombe Province 

O#awa, ON 

 

Our Lady’s Missionaries 

Toronto, ON 

 

Polish Ursuline Sisters 

Windsor, ON 

 

Scarboro Foreign Mission Society 

Toronto, ON 

 

Sisters of Charity of Providence 

Edmonton, AB 

 

Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate  

Concep�on 

Saint John, NB 

 

Sisters of Holy Cross 

O#awa, ON 

 

Sisters of Instruc�on of the Child Jesus 

Coquitlam, BC 

 

 

Sisters Of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul 

Kingston, ON 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste. Marie 

Sault Ste. Marie, ON 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph 

Toronto, ON 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph - Diocese of Pembroke 

Pembroke, ON 

 

Société des missions étrangères 

Laval, QC 

 

Society of the Sacred Heart  

Rockland, ON 

 

The Congrega�on of the Most Holy Redeemer 

Toronto, ON 

 

The Congrega�on of the Sisters of  

Mercy of Newfoundland 

St. John’s, NL 

 

The Jesuit Fathers of Upper Canada 

Toronto, ON 

 

The Redemptorists 

Toronto, ON 

 

The Ursulines of St. Angela's Convent 

Saskatoon, SK 

 

Ursuline Generalate 

Saskatchewan, SK 

 

Ursuline Nuns of Bruno 

Saskatchewan, SK 

 

Ursuline Religious of the Diocese of London 

Chatam, ON 

 

Yorkton (Ukrainian) Redemptorists 

Winnipeg, MB 

 

Visita�on Province 

Bedford, NS 


