
  

ustpaul.ca 
 
Université Saint-Paul 

223 Main Street 

Ottawa Ontario Canada 

K1S 1C4 

1  800  637-6859 

 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

TANYA ZAYED - Senior Child Protection Specialist 

Tanya Zayed is a proud Saint Paul University graduate currently based in 
New York City. She was born to a French-Canadian mother and 
Palestinian father and grew up in a multi-ethnic and multi-religious family, 
exposed to all the wonderful things cross-cultural families have to offer. 
Her passion for social justice was kindled during her studies for an 
undergraduate honours degree in criminology at the University of Ottawa, 

where she interned with the organization Operation Come Home, assisting homeless 
Canadian youth in returning to their families or helping them find safe haven off the 
streets of Ottawa.  

Ms. Zayed has been active in furthering humanitarian causes for many years and has 
volunteered with a number of international organizations, including leading the GuluWalk 
Ottawa marches, being a community catalyst for War Child Canada, conducting land 
mine awareness with Mines Action Canada, and advocating for the non-proliferation of 
small arms and light weapons with Oxfam’s Control Arms campaign.  

She became involved with international work when she was selected as a CIDA youth 
intern. She moved to Cochabamba, Bolivia, and worked with various programs dealing 
with at-risk children and youth living on the streets or living in prisons with their parents. 
This experience deepened her interest in social justice mechanisms, opened her eyes to 
the injustices caused by poverty and exclusion, and reinforced her focus on young 
people, ultimately shaping her career from then on. After returning from Bolivia, 
Ms. Zayed focused her efforts locally, working with the YMCA’s newcomer centre where 
she counseled new Canadians and refugees on education and skills development 
opportunities.  

Upon enrolling in the master’s level Conflict Studies program at Saint Paul University, 
Ms. Zayed quickly turned her attention back to marginalized children and youth, focusing 
almost exclusively on children and adolescents living in armed conflict settings. Under the 
guidance of her professor and mentor, the late Dr. Kenneth Bush, Ms. Zayed was 
awarded the Students for Development Fellowship and spent a semester in Colombia 
with Save the Children’s “Rewrite the Future” campaign for education in emergencies, 
working with youth recently demobilized from armed groups and at risk of recruitment into 
other gangs. Her time in Colombia showed her firsthand how in the midst of armed 
conflict, young people’s resilience can be awe-inspiring. Colombia’s vibrant civil society 
and relentless struggle for peace are remarkable, and she was fortunate enough that her 
career took her back to that beautiful country in 2016, the year the historic peace 
agreement was signed and the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Colombian president 
Juan Manuel Santos. 
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Almost immediately after graduation, Ms. Zayed was interviewed by none other than 
Lieutenant General Roméo Dallaire (ret.) for a position in what was to become his Child 
Soldiers Initiative. She worked with the organization for nearly eight years, making her 
way from project coordinator to deputy director and head of training. She has designed, 
developed and facilitated training curriculums for face-to-face and e-learning education 
on child protection-related topics, primarily for military and police audiences. Her pioneer 
contributions to the initiative’s work include writing Child Soldiers: A Handbook for 
Security Sector Actors, developing a set of core competencies for security sector training 
on the prevention of the use of child soldiers, and providing subject-matter expertise on 
the impacts of war on children. Her expertise and efforts on this agenda have been 
recognized globally. 

Over the course of her career, Ms. Zayed has worked in various country contexts—
including in West Africa, the African Great Lakes Region, South America and the Middle 
East—building capacity on the child protection agenda. She has contributed to the 
International Criminal Court’s Policy on Children, assisted in the review of the United 
Nations standards for the demobilization of children involved with armed forces or armed 
groups, contributed to the development by Justice Rapid Response of a course on 
international accountability for crimes involving children, and designed and implemented 
projects with former child combatants around the world in an effort to raise awareness 
about their experiences, curb child recruitment and halt stigma from communities.  

As a consultant, Ms. Zayed is currently working with Georgia State University’s U.S. 
Department of Defense Minerva project on the prevention of radicalization of youth to 
violent extremism; with the United Nations Institute for Training and Research; and with 
UNICEF headquarters on adolescent participation in humanitarian settings. She is fluent 
in French, English and Spanish and has basic knowledge of Arabic.  


