
Wednesday, April 29, 2020  

  

 

Dear members of Saint Paul University, 
 
Last week, we wrapped up a challenging semester – and I am so proud of this achievement. I am 
truly grateful to students, faculty and staff for your ongoing openness, compassion and engagement. 
These values are at the core of our University, and I have seen them shine in all of you. 
 
In particular, I would like to recognize our students who have finished the final year of their degree. 
Congratulations! Take time to revel in your accomplishment – to the very end, you worked hard and 
demonstrated your commitment to learning. Your resilience and determination will serve you well in 
all of your future endeavours. 
 
For our students who are continuing their studies, the Spring/Summer term begins this Friday, May 
1. While this term will take place online, remember that professors and staff are always ready to 
support you as you continue your studies. 
 
I also want to highlight recent government plans to support post-secondary students and new 
graduates affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. On April 22, the federal government announced $9 
billion in new programs. These new programs include the Canada Emergency Student Benefit, the 
Canada Student Service Grant, and the creation of new jobs through the Canada Summer Jobs 
program. We will share more information as it becomes available. 
 
Finally, I would like to offer a brief reflection on the work of Willie Ermine, Cree ethicist and 
professor emeritus at First Nations University of Canada. He writes about the importance of 
engagement in an ethical space – that it is a commitment that has the power to modify the status 
quo into a partnership between communities. Responding to the COVID-19 pandemic has taught us 
so much about the need for collaboration and understanding among individuals, communities and 
all sectors of society. It is a lesson I hope we take forward with us as we imagine our world after 
COVID-19. 
 
As always, I hope you have a great week and that you and your loved ones remain healthy and safe. 
 
Chantal Beauvais 
Rector 
 

https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/22/support-students-and-new-grads-affected-covid-19
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/22/support-students-and-new-grads-affected-covid-19
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/canada-summer-jobs.html
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/The-Ethical-Space-of-Engagement-Ermine/31a50b67dc37acda5d94c220ef5b4b4e3a39da99

