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GENERAL INFORMATION

This program will not be offered during the 2019-2020 academic year.

This degree is conferred jointly by the Senates of Saint Paul University and the University of Ottawa under the terms of the federation agreement
between them.

The Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) is an applied research degree program which combines the resources of theological study and reflection with the
methodologies of the social sciences. This program is designed to give professionals, who are already engaged in the practice of ministry in its varied
forms, advanced study and pastoral reflexion as well as a deeper appreciation of the plurality of forms and understandings of ministry. It assists
students in developing knowledge and appropriate methodologies for the advanced critical study of ministry through applied research.

Graduates will be equipped to discern and promote the forms of collaborative and transformational ministry best suited to change and improve society. 
They will be equipped to accomplish the Christian mission according to the human values, cultural expressions, and multiple dynamics of their given
context.

This hyrbid program combines distance learning and on-campus intensive sessions - during two years, 2 weeks of on-campus presence are required
twice a year.

Academic regulations.

Admissions scholarships.

TEACHING STAFF
BLÉE, Fabrice, Professor

BLOOMQUIST, Gregory, Professor Emeritus

DIONNE, Christian, Professor

E. CLIFFORD, Catherine, Professor

ERIC HEFTY, Karl, Associate Professor

MARKWELL, Hazel, Professor

MATHIEU, Yvan, Associate Professor

SLATTER, Mark, Professor

SPATAFORA M.S.F., Andrea, Professor
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ADMISSION

To be admitted to the D.Min. program, the candidate must :
» hold a Master in Pastoral Theology or equivalent, with an average of B+ or better. Candidates with master's degrees in Theology, Religious

Education, or other related disciplines must have completed 60 credits in theology plus 30 credits of graduate-level study in a related field (e.g.,
pastoral counselling, religious education, etc.), with a component of relevant supervised field experience.

» provide proof of five years of sustained professional experience in ministry.
» master one of the two official languages of the University and have a passive knowledge (ability to follow lectures and read) of the other. One of the

following is required to demonstrate language proficiency in the second official language: 
- a certificate of competency from the Alliance Française 
- a score of 4.5 in the CANTEST or TESTCAN administered by the University of Ottawa 
- a minimum score of at least 550 in the written version of the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or 213 in the computer version 
- a minimum score of 6.5 in the International English Language Testing System (IELTS)

» provide two confidential letters of reference from experienced professionals in the applicant's area of ministry attesting to the applicant's skills in
pastoral practice and suitability for the program. One of these letters must be from a supervisor in the applicant's ministry context, indicating
support for his or her program of study and an appreciation for the need for stable placement, insofar as possible, during the period of study.

» write a letter indicating the goal of his program of studies and area of research interest.
» have an interview with members of the Admissions Committee.

Student Transfers from Other Universities

Students registering in the Doctor of Ministry program at Saint Paul University after having completed graduate courses at other universities may be
granted the equivalent of up to two optional courses (6 credits) of advanced standing for successfully completed courses that pertain to the course of
study in the Doctor of Ministry. Courses must have been completed within the past five years.  

Some additional documents, and in some cases specific forms, are required. For more information, please see the page Step 4: Gather the documents
needed for the assessment of your application.
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PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

Doctorate Requirements

Compulsory Courses (12 credits)

» IPA7120 METHODS FOR APPLIED RESEARCH (3cr.)
» IPA7121 THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT OF MINISTRY (3cr.)
» THO7191 METHODS OF THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION (3cr.)
» THO7192 THE ECUMENICAL AND INTER-RELIGIOUS CONTEXT OF MINISTRY (3cr.)

Elective Courses (6 credits)

Students must complete two elective courses either from the graduate courses offered by the Faculty of Theology, or from another faculty or university,
approved by the Director of the DMin program, Faculty of Theology.

Research Practicum (12 credits)

Year One:

» IPA8107 RESEARCH PRACTICUM I (Part 1 of 3) (0cr.)
» IPA8108 RESEARCH PRACTICUM I (Part 2 of 3) (0cr.)
» IPA8109 RESEARCH PRACTICUM I (Part 3 of 3) (6cr.)

Year Two:

» IPA8110 RESEARCH PRACTICUM II (Part 1 of 3) (0cr.)
» IPA8111 RESEARCH PRACTICUM II (Part 2 of 3) (0cr.)
» IPA8112 RESEARCH PRACTICUM II (Part 3 of 3) (6cr.)

Comprehensive Examination (THO 9998)

 Thesis Project Presentation (THO 8998) (3 cr.)

Thesis (THO 9999)

 

P. 4Printed Date: 2024-03-28



PASTORAL AND MINISTERIAL THEOLOGY
DOCTOR OF MINISTRY (ADVANCED RESEARCH PROGRAM)

COURSES

IPA 7120 - METHODS FOR APPLIED RESEARCH

Research methodologies and their application to the study of the context and practice of ministry. Understanding and planning the research process.
Qualitative, quantitative, and action-based methods in data gathering and analysis. The use of social-scientific methods in theology. Research ethics,
especially as it pertains to research with human subjects.

IPA 7121 - THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT OF MINISTRY

Social-scientific analysis of the society in which the religious community exists. The relationship and function of the religious community with the wider
social, cultural and civil community. The structures of the religious community and their functioning: especially in reference to authority, interaction,
freedom, and growth. Study of the needs, hopes, aspirations of the religious community and society at large, and the resources, (material and
personnel), obstacles, etc. in order to answer to these.

IPA 8107 - RESEARCH PRACTICUM I (PART 1 OF 3)

Application of the appropriate methods of social-scientific analysis and theological reflection to the work of the ministry practitioner and his or her
community of insertion. Identification of key issues, resources, and strategies to sustain the development of holistic human and faith communities.
Graded P/F.

IPA 8108 - RESEARCH PRACTICUM I (PART 2 OF 3) 

Application of the appropriate methods of social-scientific analysis and theological reflection to the work of the ministry practitioner and his or her
community of insertion. Identification of key issues, resources, and strategies to sustain the development of holistic human and faith communities.
Graded P/F.

IPA 8109 - RESEARCH PRACTICUM I (PART 3 OF 3)

Application of the appropriate methods of social-scientific analysis and theological reflection to the work of the ministry practitioner and his or her
community of insertion. Identification of key issues, resources, and strategies to sustain the development of holistic human and faith communities.
Graded P/F.

IPA 8110 - RESEARCH PRACTICUM II (PART 1 OF 3) 

Development and implementation of an appropriate research design to explore an identified research question in depth. Test and evaluate the
implementation of new models and approaches of ministry. Work towards the precise formulation of a hypothesis that will form the basis of the doctoral
thesis project. Graded P/F.

IPA 8111 - RESEARCH PRACTICUM II (PART 2 OF 3)

Development and implementation of an appropriate research design to explore an identified research question in depth. Test and evaluate the
implementation of new models and approaches of ministry. Work towards the precise formulation of a hypothesis that will form the basis of the doctoral
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thesis project. Graded P/F.

IPA 8112 - RESEARCH PRACTICUM II (PART 3 OF 3) 

Development and implementation of an appropriate research design to explore an identified research question in depth. Test and evaluate the
implementation of new models and approaches of ministry. Work towards the precise formulation of a hypothesis that will form the basis of the doctoral
thesis project. Graded P/F.

THO 7191 - METHODS OF THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION

Theories and models of theological reflection. Principles for the  selection of appropriate methods and their application in the critical  analysis and
interpretation of the context and practice of pastoral  ministry.

THO 7192 - THE ECUMENICAL AND INTER-RELIGIOUS CONTEXT OF MINISTRY

Critical examination of the impact of theological and religious  pluralism on the context and practice of ministry. Investigation of  particular issues,
authors or trends related to the theory and practice  of ecumenical and inter-religious collaboration and dialogue.

THO 9997 - THESIS PROPOSAL

THO 9998 - COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION

THO 9999 - DOCTORAL THESIS
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CONTACT US
Office of Admissions, Registrar and Student Services
 				Room 148
 				Saint Paul University
 				223 Main Street
 				Ottawa, ON 
 				K1S 1C4
 				CANADA
 				Telephone: 613-236-1393
 				Fax: 613-782-3014
 				admission@ustpaul.ca
 				
 				Hours of Operation
 				Monday to Friday: 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 			
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