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Number: ASA-412 (R) 

Title: Research Ethics Board 

Person responsible for 
enforcing it: 

Vice-Rector Academic and Research 

Entered into force on: July 1, 2013 

Adopted on: April 24, 2013 by the Council of Administration  
Reference : 2012-2013/VRER/067 
This document replaces all previous regulations on this subject. 

Exceptions: No exceptions to this regulation without prior written authorization from 
the Council of Administration 

 
 In this document, the masculine pronoun is used without discrimination and only for conciseness. 

 
1.  Preamble 

 
 Saint Paul University confirmed its full compliance with the Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical 

Conduct for Research Involving Humans – 2010 (TCPS) by a resolution of its Council of 
Administration on May 16, 2012. 
 
The TCPS aims to strike an appropriate balance between recognition of the potential benefits of 
research, and protection of participants from harms or wrongs incurred through taking part in a 
research, including injustices and breaches to one of the policy’s core principles: Respect for 
Persons. 
 

2. Regulations 
 

 2.1 Research Ethics Board 
 

  In accordance with Article 6.2 of the TCPS, the Research Ethics Board (REB) reports to the 
Council of Administration. It falls under the purview of the Council of Administration to 
appoint the Chair and the members of the REB. 
 
In accordance with Article 6.4 of the TCPS, the REB shall consist of five members of who 
have at least one of the following qualifications: 

• two members have expertise in relevant research disciplines, fields and 
methodologies of Saint Paul University; 

• one member versed in ethics; 
• one member versed in law when it comes to evaluating research projects that have 

a biomedical component;  
• one community member with no affiliation with the institution. 

 
The Council of Administration also appoints five substitute members to attend in the 
absence of a core member. 
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Each member is appointed for a term not exceeding five years. The mandate may be 
renewed. 
 
Quorum is obtained at three members. In the case of a project with a biomedical 
component to review, the quorum is set at four members. 
 
The members of the REB are required to meet face to face. In exceptional cases, the Chair 
may authorize participation by teleconference or videoconference. 
 

 2.2 Role of the REB Chair 
 

  In accordance with Article 6.8 of TCPS, the REB Chair is responsible for ensuring that the 
REB review process conforms to the TCPS’s requirements. 
 
The Chair will prepare an annual report that will be presented to the Council of 
Administration. 
 

 2.3 Minimal risk to participants 
 

  Research in the humanities and the social sciences that poses, at most, minimal risk is not 
required to be submitted to the REB for review.  
 
Minimal risk is defined as research in which the probability and magnitude of possible harm 
incurred by participation is no greater than that encountered in the participant’s everyday 
life. 
 
Thus, the review of a proposal submitted by a graduate student as part of a thesis, or a 
proposal submitted by a faculty member may be delegated to the REB Chair or the 
designated representative, in accordance with Article 2.9 of the TCPS. 
 
In addition, the review of a proposal submitted by a student related to a course or a major 
research project is delegated to the faculty, in accordance with Article 6.12. In such cases, 
review takes place in a manner that must be approved by the Vice-Rector, Academic and 
Research. 
 

 2.4 Risks to Researchers 
 

  While it is not a formal part of its responsibilities, the REB may raise issues of safety with 
the applicants. 
 
Based on the level of risk, the REB will refer these concerns to an appropriate body for 
review within the institution, usually the Dean for requests submitted by professors and 
students or the Vice-Rector Academic and Research for proposals submitted by deans. 
 

 2.5 Recognition of other institutions’ REB 
 

  In accordance with Article 8.1 of TCPS, Saint Paul University and its REB recognize the 
research ethics certificate of another REB, provided that its institution subscribes to the 
TCPS. 

 


