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DESCRIPTION 

 
This practicum builds on the objectives, experience and learnings of the 
Supervised Research Practicum I. Working with the questions and issues that 
emerged in their first year, students develop a research plan that is congruent 
with methods of practical theology and their respective research questions.  
Specific attention is given to helping the students plan for their longer term 
research goals. This is done through the preparation and presentation of a 
number of assignments designed to develop the students’ understanding of 
topic, method and resources that are necessary for undertaking their research. 
The student cohort continues to be an important learning space for students to 
clarify and integrate the theoretical, practical and research components of 
program with their peers. Students continue to be accompanied by a mentor in 
their place of ministry, who supports them in their ministry, studies and 
research projects. Because of the diversity of students’ research questions, 
contexts and ministries, resources are recommended accordingly.   

 
OBJECTIVES 

 
-      guide students in developing their ability to: 

a) construct and utilize a sound and relevant interdisciplinary framework  
in practical theology for examining ministry practice  

       b) undertake applied research at an advanced level;  
c) critically combine and use theological and social scientific research      
methods for the critical analysis of a theologically reflective practice of 
ministry;                          
d) contribute to the development of theory and practice in a relevant 
field of ministry 

-  provide a setting for deepening student’s intellectual, spiritual, 
professional and personal development in ministry 

-     assist students in planning long term research goals 

 
WORKLOAD 

regular class time and assigned discussions through distance learning 
technologies, and intensive sessions on campus  

-  assignments throughout the year, which consist of critical commentaries 
on assigned readings, progress reports, and class presentations  

-  2 main assignments consisting of:  Draft thesis project proposal 
presented in Winter Intensive Session, and a Strategic Plan/research 
design to be submitted during Spring-Summer semester.  

-     regular meetings with on-site mentor  

 
EVALUATION 

 
- overall grade of Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory is based on quality of:  
-  participation in practicum activities (both on-line and intensive face-to-

face sessions) 
-  all assignments throughout the year, including two main assignments: 

Draft Thesis project proposal in February and Strategic Plan in July.  

 
REQUIRED TEXTS 

 
Gilles Routhier et Marcel Viau, (sous la dir.) Précis de Théologie Pratique. 
2ième édition revue et augmenté. Montréal : Novalis, 2007 
Richard Osmer, Practical Theology: An Introduction Grand Rapids, MI: William 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2008.  
John Swinton and Harriet Mowat, Practical Theology and Qualitative 
Research. London: SCM Press, 2007. 
Wayne C. Booth, Gregory C. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams, The Craft of 
Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008. 
Gordon Mace, François Pétry, Guide d’Élaboration d’un Projet de Recherche. 
Québec : Les Presses L’Université de Laval, 2000.  
Don S. Browning, A Fundamental Practical Theology: Descriptive and 
Strategic Proposals. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996 (paperback)  
Assigned Texts during the year. 

 
RECOMMENDED 

TEXTS 

 
Kate L. Turabian., A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Thesis, and 
Dissertations, 7th edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007. 

 


