
CODE:  THO 5105 TITLE: Faith and the Challenges of Modern Culture 

CREDITS:  3 cr. 

TERM:  Fall, 2015 PROFESSOR:  CarolCarol Kuzmochka, M.R.E., D.Min. 

 

DESCRIPTION 

Using the framework of Contextual theology, this course explores the 
interaction of faith and culture and the implications for religious education. 
Faith refers to how we believe, what we believe, and shared beliefs. 
Culture deeply shapes faith and generates the context for educating in 
faith.  The course will explore various dimensions of this relationship 
through a variety of lenses, and invite students to consider the 
implications for their praxis as educators. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. The student will establish an understanding of contextual theology 
and build a conceptual framework for exploring faith and culture 
and the implications for educating in faith. 

2. Students will explore some of the challenges of faith and culture 
for educators from the perspectives of various religious educators, 
and using the General Directory for Catechesis,  and consider the 
implications for their own praxis; 

3. Given the importance of ecology as a pressing current issue for 
faith and culture, students will explore this issue from a variety of 
perspectives and consider the implications for their praxis as 
educators. 

4. Students will have an opportunity to choose a topic/theme in faith 
and culture (that is significant for their educational praxis) and  
engage in deeper reflection/exploration/research of the 
topic/theme in their final term paper.  

WORKLOAD 

-   Students will submit written reflections on weekly assigned readings 
and participate in related discussions online; 
 -  Students will engage in group-work and discussion during the onsite 
session, Oct 2, and 3. 
-   Students will prepare a final term paper (approx 2,500 words) on a 
topic/theme related to faith and culture and the implications for educating 
in faith (topics will be explored/chosen during the on-site session). 

EVALUATION 

The final grade is comprised of: 
35% for written reflections on the readings – submitted as online 
assignments;  
25% for class participation (on-line and onsite Oct, 2,& 3); 
40% for the final term paper. 

REQUIRED READING 

. Students will receive a series of chapters/articles as assigned reading.  
These will be available electronically on BBL.  
. Congregation for the Clergy (1997). General Directory for Catechesis.  
Rome, Vatican Press. 
. Pope Francis (2015), Laudato Si.  Rome, Vatican Press. 

RECOMMENDED 
TEXTS 

Gallagher, M. P. (2004). Clashing Symbols: an introduction to faith and 
culture. New York, Paulist Press. 
Groome, Thomas (2011).  Will There Be Faith? New York, HarperCollins. 
Bevans, Steven (2004). Models of Contextual Theology.  New York, Orbis 
Books. 
Rolheiser, Ronald (2006).  Secularity and the Gospel.  New York, Cross 
Roads. 
 

 


