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DESCRIPTION 

This seminar examines the key ethical questions, debates, and 
discussions that have arisen in the field of privacy and ethics.  

 
This course will be a true seminar, with the expectation of full 
involvement from the students who will read, debate, and present 
various developmental and ethical ideas. 

 
 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To understand the theoretical, contextual, and conceptual issues of 
privacy and information, especially in light of evolving technologies such as 
the internet, social media, and super-computers, and analysing them in the 
liberal democratic environment.    
 
2. To analyse the key approaches and frameworks in the ethical evaluation 
of privacy and information. 
 
3. To critically examine competing ideas, principles, theories and policies 
within the privacy and information in order to know how highly contested 
notions such as security, information, privacy, democracy, participation, 
and empowerment are understood ethically. 

WORKLOAD  Each week, journal readings, videos, and on-line articles are 
selected as a focus generally fitting a theme on ethics, privacy, and 
information.  Students are expected to have thoroughly 
read/watched the focus articles and will be able to participate fully 
in class discussion.  Students are also encouraged to keep up with 
media reports on the subject.  On-line/video students are expected 
to participate weekly via Blackboard and/or through texts and 
messages with the professors.  Students will be evaluated on the 
amount of discussion they generate and the quality of their 
discussion in the context of the ethical tools advanced in class, as 
this is, first and foremost, an ethics class.  Students are expected to 
know and thoroughly understand the ‘ethical tools’ that exist to the 
practitioner and frame class conversation in the context of these 
tools. 

 
Assignments will also be judged on how the issues are framed 
within ethical theory.  Students should consider three parts to each 
assignment: the context, the ethical framework or question posed, 
and their analysis using the ethical tools.  Failure to follow this 
methodology will lead to poor results. Success in following this 
methodology will lead to good marks and enlightenment. 

EVALUATION Attendance, participation, and discussion                                  15%  



Essay one: ethical case study of a Government of Canada  30% 
(GoC) agency, Canadian-based organization, social movement,  or 
individual involved in a situation regarding privacy and information (15 
pages, d-spaced, 10-12 pt, 1 in. margins)     
Essay two: ethical case study of a non-Canadian government 30% 
agency, organization, social movement, or individual  involved in a 
situation regarding privacy and information  (15 pages, d-spaced, 10-12 pt, 
1 in. margins) 
Variable assignment (student’s choice):    25% 
Student-led class discussion (30 min approx) or book review  (10 pages) or 
a blog entry about the course (3000 words;  students find or create the 
blog) 

REQUIRED TEXTS In keeping with the nature of the evolving and emerging debate on 
information and privacy ethics in a rapidly changing technological 
environment, the weekly readings will be based upon  
journals, blogs, videos, and e-books, all available on-line.  The links are 
provided in the e-version of this syllabus on Blackboard, or paste the link 
into your browser.     
 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS  
 


