
SUMMER INSTITUTE IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
July 6 to July 17, 2015 

COURSES 
INTRODUCTION TO LITURGY - Murray Kroetsch 
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
This course lays the foundations for understanding the Church’s liturgy. It introduces participants to the 
building blocks of the liturgy: paschal mystery, ritual, symbol and song, sacramentality, the assembly, 
liturgical ministers and space, the Word of God, prayer and the liturgical books and documents of the 
post-conciliar Church.   
 
A 21st-CENTURY FAITH: AN EXPLORATION OF FORMATION THROUGH THE ARTS IN POPULAR CULTURE 
Janet Bentham and Joe Rogers 
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
As the pastoral letter “To Teach as Jesus” claimed, the Church’s educational mission must adapt to the 
needs of those to be educated. How is a 21st century faith understood and expressed, and what can 
enrich and deepen this faith?  Utilizing popular music, drama, film, and art, this course explores these 
questions and examines how popular culture can give a new lens to the study of religion and faith. 
 
FOUNDATIONS IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Myrtle Power 
10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
This course introduces the aims of religious education: to teach the way to live a Christian life, and to 
teach about the faith tradition. In catechesis, Roman Catholics engage in the rich processes of faith 
sharing that connect faith and life. This course explores how the aims of religious education work 
together to foster ongoing evangelization and renewal in communities of faith. Key emphasis is given to 
the challenge of the faith formation of contemporary families. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE: FROM CREATION TO COVENANT - Alexandra Gruca-Macaulay 
10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
Introduction to Scripture: From Creation to Covenant The course is an opportunity to read key texts of 
the first five books of the Bible in a new light. It will present fundamental themes that run through both 
the Old and the New Testaments, and will focus on the potential of the biblical narratives to inspire us in 
today’s world.  
 
CATECHESIS: THE CHURCH AND ITS DOCUMENTS - Carol Kuzmochka 
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
This course explores the Church’s documents on evangelization and catechesis, with a focus on the 
General Directory for Catechesis as a central document. It examines the major orientations, themes and 
issues related to catechesis, with particular attention to their pastoral implications for accompanying 
faith development with adults, children, and youth in a variety of contexts. 
 
PRAYER IN OUR LIVES: LITURGICAL, PERSONAL, AND DEVOTIONAL PRAYER FOR THE FAMILY, PARISH 
AND SCHOOL - Klara Kinahan 
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
This course considers the way that Christians have prayed throughout the ages. We will explore the 
basic structure and content of the prayers of the Church used in our Eucharistic celebrations and Liturgy 
of the Hours. Liturgical, devotional and personal prayer will be discussed in light of leading prayer with 
parish, school and family groups. 



 
SYNTHESIS COURSE FOR GRADUATES - Patty Fowler and Myrtle Power 
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
This course introduces theological reflection as an integration experience for participants completing 
the SIPL and SIRE certificates. Genuine theological reflection is the process of seeking meaning, holding 
scripture, tradition, and human experience in a dynamic, faithful dialogue. It provides an opportunity to 
reflect critically on course materials and the graduates’ particular practice of ministry. 
 

 


